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Mitchell Ka‘aiali‘i begins new term as president of the  
University of Hawai‘i Alumni Association 

New officers also appointed to the UHAA board of directors 

Honolulu—The University of Hawai‘i Alumni Association Board of Directors is pleased to 
welcome Mitchell Ka‘aiali‘i BA ’92, MBA ’97 as its 2008-09 president, effective July 1. The 
board also welcomes its new officers for 2008-09: 

• Douglas Inouye BA ’85, MBA '03 
First Vice President  
Corporate Counsel, The Queen's Health System 

• Patrick Oki BBA ’92  
Second Vice President and Treasurer 
Partner, Grant Thornton LLP 

• Sharene Urukami BA ’93  
Secretary 
Area Retail Sales Manager, AT&T 

Ka‘aiali‘i first started volunteering with UH in 2001, when he joined the Board of Directors of the 
College of Business Administration Alumni & Friends, now known as the Shidler College of 
Business Alumni Association. In 2004, he became the Shidler board’s president and was 
appointed to the UHAA Board of Directors as its representative. He has been vice president of 
UHAA for the past two years, and was previously appointed to a three-year term on the board in 
2005.  

“We are so lucky to have Mitch leading the charge at UHAA,” said Janet Yoshida Bullard, 
UHAA’s new executive director and associate vice president for the UH Foundation Office of 
Alumni Relations. “As a former lineman, he has a way of ‘influencing’ alumni to reconnect with 
UH and to give back to their alma mater.” 
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A student-athlete for the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, Ka‘aiali‘i played for the football team 
under Coach Bob Wagner from 1987 to 1991. After a free agent stint with the San Diego 
Chargers in 1992, Ka‘aiali‘i returned home to Hawai‘i and graduated from UH Mānoa with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Communications. In 1997 he finished his MBA from the Shidler College of 
Business.  

“I am both humbled and honored by the opportunity to serve as the next president of UHAA,” 
said Ka‘aiali‘i. “I look forward to giving more back to the University of Hawai‘i, a school that has 
given me so much. I was lucky enough to attend UH on an athletic scholarship, and the 
education and opportunity afforded me here were priceless.” 

Ka‘aiali‘i began his career in the consumer finance industry in 1993 and then transitioned to a 
banking career in 2000 with First Hawaiian Bank, where he has held various positions including 
lending officer and branch manager. Currently, he serves as an assistant vice president and 
business banking officer at the Main Banking Center of First Hawaiian Bank. 

In addition to his volunteer work with UHAA, he is currently the treasurer for the UH 
Letterwinners Club. Ka‘aiali‘i also serves on the boards of many other community organizations, 
including the Hawaii Children’s Cancer Foundation, Hawaii Literacy and the Makaha Sons 
Foundation.  

“Mitch has a great sense of humor, intelligence and contagious enthusiasm,” said Bullard. “His 
vision is clear – there is no doubt he will achieve great things for UHAA.”  

And Ka‘aiali‘i does have big plans for his term. “In the coming year, UHAA is launching an 
affinity campaign to increase our membership to 25,000 over the next five years, which will bring 
us in line with our peer universities’ alumni membership. 

“To accomplish this, we plan to work more closely with our system partners, the UH 
administration, the UH Foundation, UH Athletics and the system campuses.” 

A recent change to the UHAA board structure will allow for the addition of four new board 
members to include representation from UH Mānoa, UH Hilo, UH West O‘ahu, and the 
Community Colleges. These volunteer board members will be appointed by the chancellors 
from Mānoa, UH Hilo, UH West Oahu, and by the vice president of Community Colleges, and 
will serve as liaisons between UHAA and these system campuses.  
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About the University of Hawai‘i Alumni Association 

The UHAA was informally constituted in 1922, ten years after the first graduating class of 1912, and formalized into a system-wide umbrella 

organization for all UH-recognized alumni groups in 1988. Its members support the university, and UHAA sponsors events that showcase the 

university’s excellence. Governed by a board of directors, UHAA includes a nationwide and international network of 39 affiliated alumni groups. 

The association’s goal is to generate support for the university by encouraging interaction among UH graduates and friends. The UH 

Foundation established the Office of Alumni Relations with the approval of the Board of Regents in December 2002. The Office of Alumni 

Relations works closely with the UHAA to serve the community of UH alumni and students in Hawai‘i and worldwide.  

 


